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DEFENDING THE HOME COTJNTEY

IOWA, like all States near the boundary between
slave and free territory, suffered from disturb-
ances caused by sympathizers with the South.
So-called Copperheads opposed the war and
urged peace much as do the pacifists of the
present. Under the mask of opposition to the
war, " Knights of the Golden Circle, draft
evaders, deserters", and other more disrepu-
table characters committed all sorts of out-
rages, not even stopping short of murder. The
first open violence occurred in Keokuk County
in August, 1863; while in October of the same
year Fremont County witnessed similar out-
breaks. In October, 1864, ''outrageous mur-
ders were committed in Sugar Creek Township,
Poweshiek County."

Murders of Union men also took place in
Davis County at about the same time. '' Twelve
young men, dressed in Federal uniform, mount-
ed on splendid horses, and armed with from
two to seven revolvers each, entered the county
near the southeast corner, on the morning of
the 12th of October, 1864." They rode through
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